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Statutory framework for the Early Years  
Foundation Stage and National Curriculum  
for maths for Key Stage 1
Maths is one of the key areas of development at the Early Years Foundation Stage and the statutory 
framework sets out the following early learning goals for mathematics. 

Numbers
Children count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, place them in order and say which number is one more or one less than a given number. Using quantities 
and objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer. They solve problems, including doubling, halving and 
sharing. 

Shape, space and measures
Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects and to solve 
problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to 
describe them.

To read more, visit: 
http://bit.ly/110UeMY

The maths National Curriculum for Key Stage 1 includes the requirement that children solve simple word problems that involve addition and subtraction and, 
with teacher support, solve word problems involving simple multiplication and division.

To read more, visit:  
http://bit.ly/wqSdj5 
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Fishing game

•	 Paper
•	 Scissors
•	 Coloured pencils
•	 String
•	 Magnets
•	 Paper clips
•	 Large sheet of blue paper
•	 Pegs

You will need •	 Draw some fish shapes on the paper

•	 Colour them in and and cut them out

•	 Number each fish – you could go from 1–10 or go up in 5s or 10s

•	 Put a paper clip on each fish’s nose

•	 Tie a magnet to a length of string about 60 cm long to make a fishing rod – you 
could tie this to a stick if you want

•	 Put all the fish onto the blue sheet of paper – this is the pond

•	 Using a fishing rod, catch the fish by touching the paper clip with the ‘fish hook’ 
magnet

•	 Peg the fish you have caught on to a string, keeping the numbers in a pattern, 
perhaps from 1–10, or 5, 10, 15, 20...

•	 Say together the rhyme ‘
 
Once I caught a fish alive’ as you go 

fishing
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